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                                                            INNOVATION 

ANALYSIS

Before class, students listen to a podcast on the growing use of companionate chatbots. In class, after an initial
discussion on companionate chatbots and relevant philosophical theories, students initiate chatbot conversations to
test their coherence, intelligibility and engagement. They then refine prompts through group discussion to further
examine GenAI’s ability to foster emotional connection. This activity treats GenAI as both a technical tool to master
(prompt engineering) and a cultural artifact to critically examine and was intentionally designed to foster collaborative
learning and relationship building. Students develop and refine prompt strategies in groups, share insights, and engage
each other in discussion and debate, building both technical skills and social bonds.

My intervention treats GenAI as both technical tools to master and cultural artifacts to examine critically. Instead of
positioning GenAI as merely productivity tools, the intervention demonstrates how GenAI can enhance interdisciplinary
thinking while developing students' capacity to critique these technologies. The activity follows proven scaffolded
learning principles: 1) Contextual grounding by getting students to listen to a podcast on experiences with companionate
chatbots; 2) Active technical engagement through prompt engineering; 3) Collaborative interdisciplinary analysis using
philosophical, psychological, and ethical frameworks; 4) transfer to novel contexts (required forum posts after class).
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BACKGROUND
Increased use of AI chatbots as companions has given rise to philosophical debates about whether humans can be meaningfully said to be in
romantic love with chatbots. Most of these discussions about chatbots, unfortunately, are often removed from actual use-cases of these
chatbots. I designed a pedagogical discussion that would enable philosophical reflection while also grounding the discussion in usage of
these chatbots, especially to highlight how they might serve important and legitimate emotional purposes while also getting students to reflect
and examine upon their limitations. 

We can use AI in multiple ways in the classroom – as a technical tool and a cultural aftefact 
Discussions of the societal impact of AI are better if they are grounded in activities where students engage with
these tools 

EVIDENCE OF IMPACT – STUDENTS’ REFLECTIONS AND WORK  


