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About Kathleen M. Quinlan:

Dr Quinlan is Director of the Centre for the Study of Higher Education and Director of Research at the
University of Kent. She was previously the Head of Educational Development at Oxford Learning Institute,
University of Oxford, and was responsible for the Institute’s Postgraduate Diploma in Learning and
Teaching in Higher Education. She has also held academic and leadership positions in educational
development at the Australian National University and Cornell University’s College of Veterinary Medicine.
She also has five years of government consulting experience in the United States, contributing to
curriculum development, action planning for national and state projects, and planning and evaluation of
large-scale biomedical research. She holds a Ph.D. in education from Stanford University and a B.A. in
psychology from the University of Maine. Enhancing teaching in higher education has been an enduring
theme in my research and teaching. Enhancing teaching in higher education has been an enduring theme
in her research and teaching.

Education:

B.A. in Psychology from University of Maine and Ph.D. in Education from Stanford University

Research:

Learning and teaching in higher education, with a particular focus on integrating students’ intellectual and
personal development. She seeks to understand how higher education can best support the development
of students’ sense of personal and social responsibility, including the role of emotion in higher education.

In addition to her academic work, she is a published poet. Her poetry often explores social issues and has
been published in several social science journals. She is currently exploring poetic inquiry as an approach
to representing emotion in education.

Past research has included projects on threshold concepts in engineering education, educational
development in higher education, the use of teaching portfolios and peer review of teaching, problem
based learning in medical/veterinary education, and consultancy projects related to various aspects of
public health and large scale biomedical research.

Teaching:

Director of the Doctoral Programme in Higher Education in CSHE. She convenes the CSHE Seminar Series
and the following modules:

e UNB831: Contextualising Higher Education Teaching and Learning

e UNB832: Understanding Student Learning Experiences



She supervises doctoral and master’s students and is a personal tutor on the Postgraduate Certificate in
Higher Education.
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